Dear Parents, Carers and Families

In the 24 exciting and enjoyable years I’ve been at Hindpool Nursery, I’ve had the pleasure of cultivating and nurturing the learning and development of hundreds of children as Teacher and then Headteacher. I’ve had the privilege of working alongside staff and governors with a passion and dedication to young children and their learning.

During my years in education many government reforms have come and gone, along with the pandemic of course! I have always put the children, families and staff at Nursery first. After a great deal of thought, I have decided it’s time for me to step away and take some time for myself so will be retiring at the end of this school year.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hindpool Nursery has been a wonderful place to work; there is a real sense of community. I’ve loved being part of it and feel extremely proud of our school. Each and every child brings something special to our Nursery and gets an excellent start to their education (I know, my own children came here!) but after 34 years in teaching, I feel it’s time for me to take a step back from education.

A Message from Mrs Helen Wedgwood, Chair of Governors 
With the retirement of Mrs Thompson, the continuation of Nursery provision for the children, staff and community is our priority. As Governors we have recognised the difficulty in recruitment nationally and the uncertain times ahead for Early Years provision alongside the administrative reorganisation due to the recent change in Local Authority. The Governing Body have been planning for these transitions and have looked towards collaborative working with other schools. The Nursery is a key part of the Hindpool community and we have always fostered close ties with our neighbours Brisbane Park Infants.

To build on this existing strong association we will be entering into a Collaboration between Hindpool Nursery School, Brisbane Park Infants and Dane Ghyll Primary School (who also have strong links with Brisbane Park). The collaboration will allow all three schools to build on their excellent practice and allow partner schools to benefit from working together with a shared focus. The current Head Teachers of these schools, Mrs Andrea Sweeting and Mr Peter Mills, will be co-heads of Hindpool Nursery School and will take it in turns to be on site every day to ensure the smooth running of the School. All other existing staffing at our Nursery will remain the same.

A Message from Mrs Sweeting & Mr Mills
We are very excited to be given the opportunity to lead Hindpool Nursery School. We both bring with us different experiences of headships, with almost 20 years of leading schools between us.  As we take on this new challenge we hope you will continue to support Hindpool Nursery School and us; we will be there to support not only your child but the whole Hindpool community.  We are looking forward to becoming part of the Hindpool Nursery School staff team; we can’t wait to get started and to get to know you all as individuals and as families.  


As Headteacher, I have plenty to do during the rest of this year to ensure the school is in a good place as I take my leave. I will of course, work as hard as I can with you and for you to ensure continued quality for our children, families and staff. I am confident that our Nursery remains in good hands with Mrs Sweeting and Mr Mills taking over the reins alongside our committed governing body.


Kind regards

Liane Thompson
Headteacher
